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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION . . ■ 

• - If nSS for rTplvfeToS'^^'. ^f"} " "'^ ^"""'V (30) days will be considered timely. — 

Status 

1)1^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 May 2004 . 

2a)n This action is,FINAL 2b)|3 This action is non.final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance exc^ matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
.^ closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Quay/e^^ 

Dispbsition of Claims 

4) IEI Claim(s) 7-5 and 8-24 is/am ppnHing \n fho.o,Sp[j^ation. 

4a) Of the above claihri(s) : is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s)_ is/are allowed. . 

6) 13 Ciaim(s) l^_anrf^:24 is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) _____ is/are objected to. ^ 

8) n Claim(s) _ ^ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. - 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The.drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)0 objeded to by the ^^^^ 

Appiicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held \n abeyance. See 37 GFR 1 .85(a). ^ 
Replacement drawing sheet(sj including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) ^ 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomi PTO-152. . 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)n All b)n Some * c)n None of: 

1. n Certified copies ofthe priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _. 

3. n Copies of the certified copies ofthe priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

applicationfrom the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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. . DETAILED ACTION ' - ■ 

Continued Ejcaminatign Under 37 CFR . 

1. / A request for continued examinatidn under 37 CFR 1,1 14, including the fee set forth in 
3 7 CFR 1 . 1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is - 
eUgible for continued examinatioh under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Oflfice action has been withdrawn pursuant to; ? 
37CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed oh 05/03/2004 has been ^^^^ 

Double Patenting " 

2. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created dbctrihe 
grounded in public policy (a policy refleeted*in the statute) so as to prevent the unjijstified 'or 
improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude'! -granted by a patent and to prevent possible 
harassment by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 1 1 F.3d 1046,-29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed 
Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum 686 

F.2d937,214USPQ76l(CCMl982);7«reFoge/,422F.2d438,164USPQ619(CCP^^ ■ 
1970);and, In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ. 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimej- in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) may be used to ■ 
overqome an actual .or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting ground 
provided the conflicting application or patfent is shown to be commonly owned with this 
application. See 37 CFR 1.130(b). • . 

, Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agelit of record may sign a terminal 
disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fiillv comolv with 37 
CFR3.73(b>. ' ' - ■ • . 

3. Claims 1-5 and 8-24 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness- 
type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 3-5 of U. S. Patent No. 6,330,049 in 
view of Kondo et al., US Patent No. 5,726,728. 

Both patent and appHcation disclose a liquid crystal display (LCD) device having a 
of substrates, a liquid crystal layer, wall structures defined the liquid crystal regions and about ' 
one third, or less of a thickness of the liquid crystal layer (See claims 3-5). The patent does not 
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disclose eachpf the.plurality of the.regions.having a shape ot polygon having dulled comers as - 
viewed from above. Kondo et al. do disclose wall structures surround and define regions having 
a shape of a polygon having dulled comers as viewed from above (see figures 13 A-13B). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to modify the patent device having regions that have a shape of polygon having dulled 
comers as viewed from above 4s shown by Kondo et kl. 'in order to improve smoothness at the ; 
region corners, so as to improve display characteristics. .. 

Conclusion- 

,4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent kapplicant' s 
disclosure. ' 

5. ■- Any inquiry concerning this coniniiunication or earlier communications from the 
exammer should be directed to Dung Nguyen \yhose telephone number is 571-272-2297. The ' . . 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner 's . 
supervisor, Robert H. Kim can be reached on 57U272-2293. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the ^s^^^ ■ 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. ■ ^'or more information about the PAtR 
system- see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 8^6-217-91^7 (toll-free). 




PN . . . . Dung Nguyen 

05/15/2004 ' Primary Examiner 
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